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Cyng / Cllr Trevor Roberts, Cadeirydd / Chairman 
Swyddfa TraCC Office, Canolfan Rheidol, Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 3UE  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ms Christine Chapman A.M. 
Chair, Petitions Committee 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff CF99 1NA 
 

 

Eich cyf / Your ref:  
Ein cyf / Our ref: P-03-143 
 
Dyddiad / Date: 12th August 2010 

Ffôn / Phone:     01970 633431/ 077814  473632 
Ffacs / Fax:       01970 633 430 
  
e-bost / e-mail:  enquiries@tracc.gov.uk      

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dear Ms Chapman 
 

 

  
RE:  Petition P-03-143 Ysgol Penmaes 
 

 
Thank you for your letter of 12th July 2010 addressed to Cllr Jeffrey James, Chair of the South 
East Wales Transport Alliance (Sewta) which has since been forwarded to me. 
 
As you will hopefully be aware, Trafnidiaeth Canolbarth Cymru (TraCC) is the regional 
transport consortium for Mid Wales - a voluntary partnership between the three Mid Wales 
local authorities of Ceredigion, Powys and Gwynedd.  TraCC published its first Regional 
Transport Plan (RTP) in September 2009 (approved by the Minister in December 2009) 
having been adopted by the three Mid Wales local authorities and TraCC Board.  A copy of 
the TraCC RTP is available on the website: www.tracc.gov.uk.  
 
TraCC and its local authorities have recognised that there is a need to work together to 
improve passenger transport provision and promote environmentally sustainable and 
accessible travel choices.  There is full recognition of the distinct needs of rural areas as  
identified early on in the RTP development process through extensive stakeholder and public 
engagement.   As well as developing the RTP, TraCC has commissioned and published two 
key reports which will now guide provision of local and regional passenger transport services 
and infrastructure in Mid Wales and will also be used to influence the delivery of the Assembly 
Government’s National Transport Plan commitments in the Region (such as the provision of 
an hourly passenger service o the Cambrian Main Line Railway by 2011).  
 
The local authorities individually (or in collaboration) manage and deliver the operational 
(revenue) aspects of contracting operators to provide public local bus services but the TraCC 
RTP provides the strategic direction/ context and planning for the delivery of these services 
and seeks to fund associated Capital infrastructure.  Local authorities have the statutory 
responsibility for providing home to school transport in their administrative areas.   
 
In the region of 95% of local bus services rely upon local authority revenue support for their 
operations.  This is largely provided by the Welsh Assembly Government to local authorities 
on an annual basis as Local Transport Services Grant (LTSG), a portion of which is also 
provided to support Community Transport in Mid Wales.  There has been some concern 
expressed that the formula used to allocate this funding now provides greater benefit to the  
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more urban and populous areas of Wales but which are served by a greater proportion of 
commercially-run bus services.  In this sense, rural areas where there is a greater need for 
public subsidy to support and provide services, appear to be losing out.  Clearly, there is merit 
in investigating the distribution of LTSG so as to ensure both equity and value for money. 
 
Representatives of TraCC and its local authorities would be pleased to expand on this reply or 
provide further information should the Committee wish them to do so. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Chris Wilson 
TraCC Co-ordinator 
On behalf of the Chairman 
 
Cc Councillor Jeffrey James O St J, Chairman of Sewta 
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